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“Come grow with us.” Thisis a
phrase that keeps coming to mind
during my prayer times recently. It's
an appropriate phrase to ponder as a
congregation, especially as many of
us are gearing up for fall and back to
school, learning, sports activities,
Sunday School, Confirmation, adult
Bible Studies, and other ways that we
grow—our minds, our bodies, our
emotions, and our souls.

Here’s a challenge for you this fall and
on into 2009. Ask Jesus “How can |

Attention all 6th-9th graders!! Fall is
here and with it comes another year
of Confirmation. Last year we had an
awesome time growing in our disciple-
ship as we learned about Jesus. | am
excited to get this year off and running
as we will focus on the Small Cate-
chism.

Our first Confirmation gathering

will be on Wednesday evening,
September 24th at 6:30 p.m. as a
part of Family Faith Nite.  Family
Faith Nites are open to all Confirma-
tion students and families (including
siblings). We will enjoy a meal to-
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grow in my faith this year?”

Here are Family of God in the months
ahead we will be focusing on three
key forms of growth. This growth will
come in a wide variety of ways.

Some will strive to dig our roots down
deep, others will be much more or-
ganic in nature. Some may even be a
bit painful as Jesus seeks to prune
away some of the growth that is keep-
ing us from drawing nearer to Him.
Come continued on Page 6. . .
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gether, and walk through Confirmation
requirements and schedules for this
coming year.

First day of Confirmation classes
will be Wednesday, October 1st.

6th-7th Grades: 3:45-5:00 p.m.
8th-9th Grades: 6:45-8:00 p.m.

As always, Confirmation students and
their families (including siblings) are
strongly encouraged to attend all
Family Faith Nites. Please contact
me if you have any questions. | look
forward to seeing you on September
24th at 6:30 p.m.
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Sept. 7 Sherri & Nick Erickson Sept. 7 Barb Quamme NOW YOU
- ARE THE

Sept. 14 Bob & Barb Quamme Sept. 14 Melissa Ziegler BODY OF
Sept. 21 Trevor Grainger & Breanna Solem Sept. 21 Tony Grainger GHRIST
Sept. 28 Dan & Mary Chapa Sept. 28 Scott Erickson m
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MEMBERS
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1 Corinthians 12:27, NRSV

Sept. 7 Laura Arnold Sept. 7 Steve & Savanah Magenau

Sept. 14 Jeff Tilley Sept. 14 Logan & Tanner Keitzman

Sept. 21 Sue Clausen Sept. 21 Laura Arnold & Sheryl Cariveau

Sept. 28 Jeff Boyum Sept. 28 Kevin Thorson & Trevor Grainger
5 & 3 : 4

Sept. 7 Bill & Paulette Holman Judy Schneider & Nadine Paulson

Sept. 14 Ellis & Linda Larson

Sept. 21 Grainger family An unattended Nursery space is available for

Sept. 28 Kenny & Nadine Paulson children as the need arises.
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Total Income:  $3,846.77
9 8 Less Expenses: $6,059.84 9 : &

T August 24th ~ Ellis & Linda Larson in
Deficit: <$2,213.07> celebration of Ellis’ birthday.

— | PLEASE NOTE: The August 7, 2008
I Council Minutes where not available

1 August 31st ~ Steve & Tracy Magenau in
|
. | . . . !
O 1 to publish at the time of this |
|
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celebration of Savanah'’s birthday.

$ $ : newsletter. They will be distributed
jonce they are submitted.
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Mark Holt, Steve Magenau and | attended a Synod
sponsored learning time recently entitled “Extreme
Makeover - Renewing Church” at St. Paul's Lutheran
Church, Crookston. This evening was an opportu-
nity to begin exploring some of the ways congrega-
tions could take steps to pause and take one’s own
spiritual pulse seeing where God is at work in the
midst of one’s congregational mission. In addition,
this evening provided a framework to move forward
in one’s own setting with renewing church resources.

Bishop Larry began the evening sharing a list of 10
ways to spot a church that God is transforming. He
called it “A Field Guide to Congregational Renewal.”
This list is a collection of thoughts from Kelly Fryer,
former Luther Seminary professor and himself. |
want to lift these points up to you this month. Take
time, pray and ponder these thoughts as well. Then
ask yourself, “Where is Family of God’s spiritual
pulse in relationship to these offerings?”

A Field Guide to Congregational Renewal

“Some Ways to Spot a Church that God
is Transforming”

1. Godis Real ~ People speak of God’s activity in
present-tense verbs. “God Things” keep popping
up. Folks live as though Jesus really is risen
from the grave, nevermore to die.

2. Members Expect Something to Happen ~
Folks are done with “business as usual” church
life. Guests come away thinking: “Wow! These
people are engaged in vital business.”

3. The Bible Provides the Framework ~ Infants,
children, youth, and the families that nurture
them are being drenched in the Word, marinated
in the Scriptures. The community lives with a
text—all week. Disciples are recovering
“Biblese” as the first language of faith.

4. Deep Commitment to Ministry of the Baptized
~ We are church 24/7. Most of our life as
“church” is in “scattered” mode—Monday through
Saturday ministries in God's world. Folks no
longer expect the pastor to be at the center of
everything, leading everything, making every-
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thing happen. Pastors know how to give ministry
away.

Commitment to Connecting ~ Persons see
church as people on the move more than “here’s
our building.” God’s mission is way too big for
any one person, congregation, synod, denomina-
tion. People look for and expect “synergies” to
be popping up all over the place.

Prayer ~ Everything is begun, continued, and
ended in conversation with our living God.
Prayer opens people up to #1-5 above, prayer
“softens us and schools us to expect God to be
at work in our lives. Prayer

reminds us that this is God’s
business—first, last, and al- & 8
ways. “Work like it all de- 9
pends on work; pray as if it all
depends on prayer.” )

Back to the Future ~ Much of <

what seems “new” in church

renewal is actually a re- )
embracing of the old, treas- 2
ured faith practices and ways ;

of being church. Discipleship .
replacing membership, par- o
ents and other adult caregiv-

ers reclaiming their role in nur-

turing the youth, present-day circuit riders” cover-
ing regional parishes, etc.

Asset-Based ~ God creates out of nothing; we
do not. We never “start from scratch.” We begin
by inventorying our assets, then discovering and
adding new assets.

Gaining a Hearing for God’s Word  ~ Lutheran
disciples are clear that the Word alone
(proclaimed, celebrated in the sacraments, living
in the Body of Christ) is what renews us. And
that is God’s work—we don’t control it. We can,
however, finagle ways to give the Word a chance
to work its power in our lives, i.e. “gaining a hear-
ing” for God’s Word through small groups,
Renewal continued on Page 4. . .
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Renewal continued from Page 3. . . These are the points Bishop Larry held up to us that
renewed worship practices, transformed Confir- evening. | share them with you to pray and ponder.
mation ministries, discipleship covenants, re- Ask yourself, “What signs of renewal do you observe
newal retreats, etc. For the sake of the Word among us as we gather around Word, Sacraments,

these are more than “gimmicks” or “techniques. and mission?” | see many. Praise God that He con-
tinually renews us! What a fun and exciting time to

10. Making Excellent Mistakes ~ Lutheran disci- o i i i
grow together as disciples in Christ here at Family of

ples have historically been scared-to-death of
failing. (You'd think that we DIDN'T believe in a God!
God who never tires of forgiving sins and mis-

takes!) We can take risks, be playful, have fun

and hand it all over to God.

# &

September 25th Our “Romans: Find Freedom”  lowship. At 7:00 p.m. we will move into our study for

adult Bible study continues the evening striving to conclude at 8:00 p.m. Each
Romans Study  through September. We will evening we gather a free-will offering to assist with
meet Thursday evenings meals and books.

Wrap-Up (September 4, 18, and 25th)

: Just inder for study participants, our final eve-
And Healing  at6:30 pm. inthe Fellowship oo o CTHST 101 SHEY PArcipats, Oul finct Sve

ning together will be a time of wrap-up and a healing

Service Hall. worship service as we experience what it means to
. The evening begins with a be set free in Christ!
6:30 p.m. casual light supper and fel-
Church Information Church Office Hours
Pastor: Jo A. Gast Weekdays 9:00-1:00 p.m.

jo@familyofgodlutheran.org Pr. Jo's Office Hours

Office Manager: Shellie Lundeby Monday 9:00-1:00 p.m. _ %

shellie@familyofgodlutheran.org Wednesday 9:00-3:00 p.m. RN
Thursday 9:00-3:00 p.m. - Bl Y
or by appointment i(\

Phone: 218-773-1433

: : Mailing Address

http:/fwww.FamilyofGodLutheran.org o7 "\ enue SE @-j)jﬂmw there is one loaf, we,

Church President:  Mark Holt East Grand Forks, MN 56721 who are many, are one body,

Cell: 218-779-2899 for we all partake of the one loaf.

1 Corinthians 10:17

Custodian: Jared Clausen
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Calling all men, women, and teens! It's time to pre-
' pare for the Annual Fall Bazaar. We invite and need
your assistance to make this bazaar the best it can

1 @ be. The following work nights have been scheduled
18 > 8 to make these popular goodies. At least 6 workers
: are needed each evening or we will need to re-
schedule.
> - 0!
| Please check your calendars and let Gloria know
- ) 00BC when and how you can assist with baking prepara-
0% tions. Plus, you are also invited to bake and make
. your favorites so we will have a lot of variety to sell.
B ) 00B For more information concerning these baking eve-
09 nings contact Gloria Fagerlund.
/)) 00B If you can not assist please consider making a
" monetary gift. These funds will be used to purchase
> , 0% supplies and ingredients for our work nights. Mone-
-Y00BC tary gifts can be made out to Family of God and or

dropped off at the church office.

;, 06
People to Contact to help with
$ )) 00B ( Annual Fall Bazaar set for Saturday, October 4th

* Baking Work Groups (Donuts & Pies) ~
Gloria Fagerlund

VA VAV AVAVAE VA VA VANE VA VAV VENVE VA VA VA VAVYAVE VAN

" Lefsa making ~ Sheryl Cariveau

" Planning, Prep, and Day of Bazaar Volunteers ~
Marla Carlson

.
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Are you a woman age 18 to 35 years old struggling | iving paycheck to

paycheck?

Are you having a difficult time setting financial g oals? > 8

Are you having a difficult time with credit card de bt? $E

Are you just frustrated with trying to set up a bud get—and keep it? 0 #
Then, you are invited to the first of three Becoming Free! Becoming Me! financial
stewardship workshop. ’
Date & Time: Tuesday, September 30th, 2008 ~ 7:00- 9:00 p.m. (010
Place: Family of God Lutheran Church
Cost: Totally free!!

Come, learn tools to assist you with financial and debt management. Be empowered as you learn skills to
help get a handle on your finances as God intended. You don’t have to go it alone. Sign up today and invite
your friends and neighbors. This ministry is made possible through support of the

National WELCA organization grant funding, Family of God Lutheran Church, Trinity Lutheran Church of

Crookston, Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, and Mendenhall Presbyterian Church of East Grand Forks.
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Come continued from Page 1. ..
These three key focuses are:

Come Grow in Discipleship ~ Jesus calls us to
“Come and be His disciples.” As a disciple, we
grow in many ways, including daily prayer, daily Bi-
ble reading, weekly worship, growing towards tithing
(10%) of financial resources to God’s Kingdom,
growing in our God given gifts and calling, serving in
ministry, and encouraging spiritual growth in others
by sharing our faith stories.

Come Grow as Stewards of God’'s Resources  ~
Everything we have comes from God. The Stew-
ardship team has asked that we all grow in learning
more about this profound fact through the coming
months. Our focus in September will be on Stew-
ardship of Our Time, Gifts, and Talents with Time &
Talent Sheets available to complete. In October we
will shift our focus to Stewardship through our finan-
cial resources with our annual Fall Stewardship
drive.

Come Grow in Community ~ One of the gifts that
God has given to us is the huge generational diver-
sity that call Family of God home. Young and old,

moms and dads, grandmas and grandpas, singles,
married, widowed. We are rich in families of all
shapes and sizes. This needs to be lifted up and
celebrated as we truly do “Welcome all into the full-
ness of God’s love.” Let us grow in this gift through
community, fellowship, and sharing our stories with
one another here, and throughout our communities
and beyond.

It's an exciting time here at Family of God. A time
that Jesus invites all of us to “Come. . ."

Calling All Kids Ages

3 yrs through 5th Grade
X Rally Sunday is
September 7th
at Family of God
Celebration Worship
at 9:30 a.m. and
Sunday School
Round-Up follows.
Questions?
Contact Tracy Magenau
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On Saturday, September 27th, the Charis Ecu- ciate for Worship and Music talking about “Teaching
menical Center of Concordia College in Moorhead New Music”; Peggy Johnson, District Convener for the
is hosting a leadership program for musicians. Region VI American Guild of Organists sharing in
“More with Less: Enlivening Music and Worship in “Sunday Comes Every Seven Days”; and Jay Beech,
Small Congregations” is your chance to explore Contemporary Musician sharing “Making Peace with
ways a congregation’s musicians and pastor(s) the ‘C’ Word” welcoming contemporary music into
can work together to lead your congregation in your services.

music. The conference will be held at Lutheran
Church of the Good Shepherd in Moorhead from
9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

Participants will have the opportunity to enrich
their love of music with Scott Weidler, ELCA Asso-

Musicians , if you are interested please contact the
Church Office for more information and to get regis-
tered.
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VOLUNTEERS
9 = | I 8 FI . I * Theresa Allard
Tony Grainger

A huge THANK YOU to all who assisted and enjoyed Vacation Bible School, August 11 Trevor Grainger
-14th at Family of God. We had a fun time learning about how we can serve others in
our families, community, neighbors, and Jesus. Enjoy these photos of some of the fun
from VBS!

Avis Larson
Steve Magenau
Mary Schafer
Jeff Tilley
Ashton Whalen

Melissa Ziegler
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