
We have done a lot of “stirring” lately 
here at Family of God.  Stirring up 
ready-to-bake cookies and apple pies 
to assist the youth 
with various fundrais-
ers.  Stirring up all of 
the chili, fixings, and 
baked goods for our 
annual Fall Bazaar 
including the infa-
mous lefsa with 
Sheryl Cariveau at 
the helm.  And, in 
just a few days we 
will be stirring 
again—preparing our 
favorite dishes to 
share as we serve lunch at the North-
land Mission on Sunday, December 
7th.  Stirring in this and so many other 
ways is one of the gracious gifts that 
we, here at Family of God possess.   

Advent is upon us and it is time to be 
about stirring in another aspect of our 
lives—our heart.  This Advent season 
we will focus on the theme “Stirring 
Up Advent:  Recipes for Relation-
ships.”   

Advent is a strange word meaning 
“coming.”  “Coming” involves move-
ment and is filled with anticipation and 
expectation of something or someone 
who is coming.  “Coming” brings with 
it an excitement, or anxiety, depend-

ing on what or who is on its way.   

For the Christian, Advent brings ex-
citement as one antici-
pates the coming of the 
Savior, Jesus Christ.  His 
coming brings hope and 
renewal, forgiveness, 
second chances and 
tomorrows—forever to-
morrows.  

It is time to stir...to pre-
pare our hearts and our 
lives for Christ.  But 
where should we be-
gin?  With ourselves, of 

course.  Christ desires that we get 
rid of the clutter within our hearts and 
lives—the odds and ends of foolish 
thoughts and familiar sins we find 
difficult to “let go and let God han-
dle.”  Christ desires to enter in; into 
our world, our community, our con-
gregation, our heart.   

May this Advent season bring you 
renewal as we gather together and 
sing with all the heavenly hosts not 
only “Oh come, Oh come Em-
manuel.” but also “Joy to the World 
the Lord has come!”  May your 
hearts be stirred this Advent with the 
precious love of the Christ Child.   

See you in worship,  Pr. Jo 
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Dec. 7  Tony Grainger 

Dec. 14 Mark Holt  

Dec. 21 Scott Erickson 

Dec. 24 Barb Quamme 

Dec. 28 Tony Grainger 
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Dec. 7  Laura Arnold & Savanah Magenau 

Dec. 14 Tracy Magenau & Sheryl Cariveau 

Dec. 21 Trevor Grainger & Grant Boyum 

Dec. 28 Breanna Solem & Alec Johnson  
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Altar Care Elaine Sundberg & Laura Arnold 
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Dec. 7  Jeff Boyum & Trevor Grainger 

Dec. 14 Todd Schumacher 

Dec. 21 Nick & Sherri Erickson 

Dec. 24 Randy & Keaton Gast 

Dec. 28 Kenny & Nadine Paulson 
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Dec. 7  Chris Arnold 

Dec. 14 Jeff Tilley 

Dec. 21 Sue Clausen 

Dec. 24 Bob Quamme 
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Dec. 7  Ellis & Linda Larson 

Dec. 14 Steve & Tracy Magenau 

Dec. 21 Bill & Paulette Holman 

Dec. 28 Punky & LouAnn Hanson 
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November 2  Todd & Tami Schumacher, in celebration of 
   Sam’s birthday 

November  16 George Anderson, in memory of  Mary 

November 23  Ellis Larson, in celebration of Linda’ s  
   birthday 

November 30  Steve Magenau, in celebration of Tracy ’s  
   birthday     
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Present: Pr. Jo, Mark H., Bob Q., B. Holman, J. Tilley, S. Magenau, S. Cariveau, Tony G.  Absent: M. Ziegler, 
S. Erickson 

Meeting called to order at 7:01 pm. 

Pr. Jo led devotions, focusing on the “Bible encounter” devotion used at the Synod function Thursday Oct. 30 
in Crookston attended by Pr. Jo and Mark H.  

Bill H. moved to accept the agenda, Steve seconded, passed unanimously.  

Motion to accept minutes made by Steve and seconded by Tony, passed unanimously. 

Treasurer’s report:  presented by Mark based on a document prepared by Jared C.  We received a notice 
from the IRS related to incomplete tax payment for the first quarter of 2008.   A message was left for Melissa 
to discuss with Jared what had happened so that they can address this immediately.   Bill moved to accept 
Treasurer’s report, Steve M. seconded.  Passed unanimously.  

Pastor’s report::  Discussion was held on the possibility of putting an ad in the Exponent as opposed to hav-
ing one in the Herald.   Bill made a motion to not move ahead with the Exponent given that there was no cost 
savings relative to an ad in the Herald and with questionable benefit.  Jeff T. seconded.  Motion passed 6 to 
1.  Other advertising avenues are going to be explored, including perhaps chamber of commerce ‘welcome 
wagon’ packets and the use of public access channels.  

The Nominating Committee was discussed: it needs to have Scott E. and Sheryl C. as members (as outgoing 
Council members) plus 2 other individuals.  Records from the 2008 Annual meeting are sketchy on this and 
this means we will poll the congregation (via the bulletin) the next few weeks to see if those chosen will step 
forward. 

Confirmation training will take place Nov. 19 with Pr. Jo and the Christian Formation team assisting. 

Healthy congregations training will continue despite a slow start due to conflicts.  

A question arose about the free will offering basket, which has been placed out every week, not just the sec-
ond Sunday of the month as was originally proposed by Christian formation and approved by Council.    
Sheryl C. moved that the free will offering basket  be out each Sunday morning with coffee. The second Sun-
day of the month’s proceeds should stay (as was proposed previously) directed to the Youth fund.  For other 
weeks , the proceeds will go into the General Fund.  Steve M. seconded and the motion was approved unani-
mously.   Steve moved to accept the Pastor’s report.  Tony seconded the motion, which   passed unani-
mously. 

Missions:  Mark plans to discuss possible mission efforts with the folks from Thompson who are active in this 
area.  Sheryl C. asked if we were going back to the Rescue Mission this year.  Discussion ensued about invit-
ing the Mission Director to come and speak to the congregation.   December 7th  and 14th were proposed as 
days for the meal that FOG would assist.  Marilyn Holt will call and check and see if that day works as well as 
if someone will come and speak.  

Stewardship and Finance Team:  Two mailings of  materials were sent out to 85 households each.   The 
alternate plan previously discussed w/r/t the basket on the altar is being tried out this year, as opposed to a 
third reminder mailing.  Discussion ensued as to how much this is symptomatic of the general problem we 
have with a lack of volunteers for helping to keep the church running.   It was suggested that we put in the 
bulletin where we are financially.  Pr. Jo suggested that this be done within a context of our Mission as a 
church) and provided concrete examples of how this could be done.   Sheryl C. made a motion to try the 
Augsburg Fortress quarterly envelope mailing program (discussed both this month and last month) as op-
posed to the current envelope distribution method.  Tony G.  seconded.  Motion passed 6 to 1.  
Council Minutes continued on page 4... 
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Council Minutes continued from page 3… 

Health and Wellness Team:  Sheryl C.  pointed 
out that the carpets need a thorough cleaning and 
WELCA will pay for part of the cost.   New bids will 
be sought from local vendors.  Also, Hilda Gran-
tham passed away this past Sunday.  Elaine is re-
cuperating well from knee surgery and Bernice is 
headed to Ohio for the winter.   Bibles for the sanc-
tuary, NRSV will be ordered shortly.  We will ask 
the congregation if anyone would like to sponsor as 
a memorial or tribute.  Mark moved to purchase the 
Bibles from the Bible fund; Bill seconded the mo-
tion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Evangelism/Outreach:  No report other than plans 
for calling everyone on the church roll are being 
finalized.  

Christian Formation:   Several events are 
planned; 2nd Sunday of each month will be a regu-
lar youth activity day.  Small groups are being 
sought after.  The men’s study on “Wild at Heart” 
begins Nov. 10.  Bill pointed out that the Itasca 
area might work as a winter activity area for youth 
events.   A Dec. 14 dinner event will be planned in 
the next couple of weeks and a pie fundraiser will 
be a Wed. activity Nov. 9, both to benefit the youth. 

Property:  Numerous small repairs and out-
standing items have been taken care of the past 
month.   The front doors are 95% repaired, with the 
last bit of repair waiting for a part.  The land sale is 
stalled due to issues with the attorneys and their 
lack of communication.  Question:  Do we want to 
threaten legal action to move this forward?     A call 
will be made saying that FOG is considering mov-
ing forward with restricting access to the steps by 
the Daycare, as a means of moving the matter for-
ward. 

Worship and Music Team:   The accompanist 
schedule was discussed. 

Correspondence: Thank you card and gift certifi-
cate will be distributed to Punky and Alex Hanson 
during November.  

Other business:  Mark noted that we need to start 
working on new pastoral contract soon.  Jared and 
Shellie’s contracts also need redone.  Synod guide-
lines for 2009 are already out with respect to con-
tracts. Tony will assist Mark in this regard. 
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Bulletin statements:  Statement related to current 
church budget shortfall; Nominating committee state-
ment; New offering envelope system; Free will offer-
ing going to the Youth fund on 2nd Sunday, General 
fund other Sundays. 

Next meeting:  Dec. 9, Tuesday, 7 pm.  Sheryl will 
bring snacks.  

Adjourn at 9:29 pm 

Respectfully submitted,  
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November Statistics 

Average Attendance:  46 

 

Total Income:               $6,393.16 

Total Expenses: - $7,048.50 

Deficit:                 - $655.34 
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Sunday, December 7th  
following worship 

at the Northland Rescue Mission  

Your favorite dish to pass and your  
assistance is needed and  

appreciated!    
For more information contact  

Mark & Marilyn Holt.  

Contact Us: 
Church Information  
Pastor:  Jo A. Gast 
jo@familyofgodlutheran.org 
Pr. Jo’s Office Hours:  
Monday 9:00-1:00 p.m. 
Wednesday 9:00-3:00 p.m. 
Thursday 9:00-3:00 p.m. 
or by appointment 

Office Manager:  Shellie Lundeby 
Shellie@familyofgodlutheran.org 
Office Hours:  
Monday-Friday 9:00-1:00 p.m. 

Custodian:  Jared Clausen 


