
I write this week spending time in 
prayer and study on the Beatitudes, 
our gospel lesson for Sunday, No-
vember 2nd from Matthew 5:1-12.  It 
leaves me asking myself, “If someone 
came up to me and asked, ‘Would 
you rather be blessed, or would you 
rather be a blessing?’”  How would I 
reply?  How would you reply to this 
question.  It is kind of a “which came 
first, the chicken or the egg” type of 
question, isn’t it?   

Some of us may argue that blessing 
others comes naturally from the bless-
ings that you receive in your life.  That 
may be true, but think about it:  If you 
had to choose and be content with 
living it the rest of your life, which 
would it be?   

Tough question to answer isn’t it? 
Face it, we are human and it is normal 
to seek out blessings in our lives.  We 
loved to be blessed.  Many of us are 
blessed with a loving family and 
friends, financial resources, and more.  
We have our alarm to wake us, our 
hot, steamy shower, thick plush tow-
els to dry us off with, and lets not for-
get that cup of strong, hot coffee to 
get us going in the morning.  We are 
blessed with a satisfying career, edu-
cation, social causes to fight for, or 
retirement time with time and energy 
to give back to others.  Our lives are 

filled to overflowing with blessings 
upon blessings without even realizing 
it.   

Beatitude, according to U.S. Bi-
ble.com states that is comes from a 
Latin word meaning “happy” or 
“blessed.”  In the Beatitudes, Jesus 
heaps blessings on the type of people 
he is looking for to spend eternity with 
Him in heaven.  Likewise, Diction-
ary.com adds that beatitude means 
“supreme blessedness or happiness.”   

What is intriguing to me is that the 
“short and sweet” definition of Jesus’ 
teachings in the Beatitudes is that 
only through a complete and absolute 
dependence on God will we ever 
achieve supreme blessedness or hap-
piness.  Jesus teaches us that it is 
only by absolutely and completely 
yielding every aspect of our lives 
to our Creator will we know the 
blessedness of living in his pres-
ence.   

We are truly blessed.  Jesus also 
calls us to be a blessing to others 
reaching out and sharing God’s 
unwavering love and faith with oth-
ers.  A blessed Thanksgiving to 
you and yours!   

See you in worship,  Pr. Jo 
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www.FamilyofGodLutheran.org 

Welcoming all into the fullness of God’s love. 
327 5th Avenue, East Grand Forks, MN  56721  
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Nov. 2  Tony Grainger 

Nov. 9  Barb Quamme 

Nov. 16 Melissa Ziegler 

Nov. 23 Mark Holt 

Nov. 30 Scott Erickson 
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Nov. 2  McKenzie Whalen Tami Schumacher 

Nov. 9  Raygen Schaffer & Darrian Wibbels 

Nov. 16 Alicia Ziegler & Logan Keitzman 

Nov. 23 Sam Schumacher & Breanna Solem 

Nov. 30 Grant & Geena Boyum 
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Tracy Mageanu & Nadine Paulson 

An unattended Nursery space is available for  
children as the need arises.     
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Nov. 2  Kenny & Nadine Paulson  

Nov. 9  Sherri & Nick Erickson 

Nov. 16 Jeff Boyum & Trevor Grainger 

Nov. 23 Punky & LouAnn Hanson 

Nov. 26 The Grainger’s 

Nov. 30 Steve & Tracy Magenau 

�������

Nov. 2  Steve Magenau 

Nov. 9  Sue Clausen 

Nov. 16 Jeff Tilley 

Nov. 23 Todd Schumacher 

Nov. 30 Mark Holt 

 

������-��������

Nov. 2  Ellis & Linda Larson  

Nov. 9  7th & 8th Grade Youth 

Nov. 16 Sheryl Cariveau 

Nov. 23 Bill & Paulette Holman 

Nov. 30 Bob & Barb Quamme 
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October 12th —Mary Schaffer in celebration of 
Andin’s Birthday. 

October 26th — Steve & Tracy Magenau  
in  celebration of Mason’s 1st Birthday. 
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Present: Pr. Jo, Mark H. ,Tony G., B. Holman, J. Tilley, S. Magenau.  Others present:  J. Clausen 

Meeting called to order at 7:04 pm. 

Pr. Jo led devotions 

Bill H. moves to accept agenda, Mark seconds, passed unanimously.   

Motion to accept minutes by Mark second by Bill, passed unanimously. 

Treasurer’s report ….reported by Jared who is assisting.   As has been the case since April, giving is behind where it should be to meet 
the budget, and  therefore not matching expenses for the year to date.  Jared projected the typical offering amounts for October-December 
and examined where we would be at the end of the year.   Discussion of the various account tallies followed.  Bill moved to accept Treas-
urer’s report, Steve M. seconded.  Passed unanimously. 

Council: Scott E and Cheryl C. are going off this year. 

Pastor’s report:  needs two council members for a sampler training time on October 26.  Ideal is to get training complete by the end of the 
year. Late November/early December.   Mark commits, Steve possible.  

We would like a group of churches to do this for cost-effectiveness.  St. Matthew’s in Thompson has committed.  A rural 5-point and 2 –
point parish are both undecided at this time. 

‘Becoming Free! Becoming Me!’  Has 6 people, only 1 is FOG, others from other churches in EGF. 

Bill/Steve moved/seconded to accept Jo’s request for training course fee payment for Shellie for MS Word training.  Passed unanimously. 

Note pastoral acts noted in pastor’s report. 

Considerable discussion occurred in response to a suggestion by Tony to have an additional special stewardship speaker from Ortonville 
who would offer a different perspective on stewardship and might suggest a different stewardship approach.  This led to a spirited discus-
sion on whether to modify the planned stewardship drive , which Bill presented in  a summary to the rest of the Council, in terms of mailing 
out pledge cards, etc. over the next week to ten days.  Steve/Mark moved to accept the Pastor’s report. 

Missions:  Joy Grainger’s letter from the Cherish our Children group.  Discussion ensued as to how effectively the group would utilize the 
funds they receive.   Mark suggested having a free will offering box which does not commit the church to any specific regular amount but 
we would send any proceeds to the organization.   There would be newsletter and bulletin announcements to this effect, as well as for the 
annual United Way “Undies Sunday” drive starting in October. 

Stewardship:  Bill provided additional info as to this year’s stewardship activities, including the timetable.  For now, we will table any deci-
sions about the method for handling the pledges that come in given the current Treasurer situation. 

Health and Wellness:  Sheryl and Avis are still checking on possible pew Bibles…a couple of options are being seriously considered, 
including the new Book of Faith that the ELCA has been promoting.  Hilda/Bernice visited.   Pr. Jo commented what that Sheryl has been 
doing an awesome job with this. 

Evangelism and Outreach/Core vision:  no report 

Christian Formation:  Sunday school underway and going well.   Half moon table, bought second hand is now in the nursery, may be 
paid by WELCA or the Youth budget.   Nursery has been cleaned up and in now more usable. 

Property: Front doors are not closing properly.  Kenny Paulson is working on this but has fixed several windows.  Another window or two 
still needs fixing.  The old tractor by the shed has been disposed of.   Land sale is still moving through City Hall.  Council decided to get 
Punky Hanson a gift certificate for mowing the grass all summer. 

Worship and Music Team:  No report 

Correspondence:  A letter from Dan and Mary Chapa was read with his resignation from 
the Council. 

A question about possible donation of the sofas donated by the Andersons to the church 
was considered.  The sofas were deemed to serve a useful function and will remain in the 
church until deemed otherwise. 

Other business (advertising in the Exponent) was tabled until next month.  Veggie Tales 
at  Chester Fritz last weekend of October.  Will be put in bulletin along with Mark’s success-
ful bid  for the copier. 

Next meeting: Nov. 6.   

Respectfully submitted, Jeff Tilley, Council Secretary 
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Average Attendance:  47 
 

Total Income:   $7,520.11 

Total Expenses: -$6,668.34 

Ending Balance:     $851.77 



Way to Go Sunday School Kids!  On Sunday, 
October 26th the Sunday School youth made and 
decorated cookies for the East Grand Forks Senior 
Center.  What an awesome way to reach out to 
those in our community.   
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Teens (6th grade and up) & Friends  
Come to the Zavoral Park   

on the Point for Frolf 

Sunday, November 9th at 2:00 p.m. 

(in case of inclement weather we will go bowling) 

Questions?  See Pr. Jo, Trevor Grainger, 
Steve or Tracy Magenau, Jeff Tilley or  

Pr. Jo  
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Thanks to a wonderful donation of apples, 13 Confir-
mation teens, Pr. Jo, and Tracy Magenau will be 
busy peeling, slicing, and making homemade apple 
pies during their Confirmation time on Wednesday, 
November 5th beginning at 3:45 p.m.  These pies will 
be fresh frozen and ready for you to purchase, bake, 
and enjoy over the holiday season.   

Funds raised through these effort will be used to as-
sist with an Urban Immersion Missions Trip to the 
Twin Cities, March 20-22, 2009 along with confirma-
tion teens from Mendenhall Presbyterian in East 
Grand Forks.   

The Urban Immersion Retreat is a workshop retreat 
typically conducted as a weekend (Friday evening 
through Sunday) experience.  The retreat serves as 
a tool for students and adults to be introduced to and 
explore issues of justice and the reality of oppres-
sion. Through partnerships with local agencies, re-
treat participants are able to get to know people, to 
challenge stereotypes, to confront fears, to break 
down barriers that “protect” us from the unknown, the 
different.  

To purchase your fresh, ready to bake apple pie con-
tact one of our Confirmation teens, or see Shellie in 
the church of-
fice.  Price is 
$6.00 each. 
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Holy Communion Class  
Wednesday,  

November 19th  
6:30-8:00 p.m. 

Open to all 3rd grade youth 
and older, along with parent, 
grandparent or guardian who 
desire to receive Holy Com-

munion.  Parents, please let the church office know 
if your child will be attending this training by Mon-
day, November 17th.   
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Light D inner &  M ovie N ight 
Showing:  Sweet Land 

Sunday, November 9th ~ 5:00 p.m. 

Sweet Land is a must see movie!  Shot on location in Southern Minnesota , and winner of the  
Audience Award for Best narrative Feature at the 2005 Hamptons International Film Festival, Sweet Land  is 
a poignant and lyrical celebration of land, love, and the American immigrant experience.  

When Lars Torvik’s grandmother Inge dies in 2004, he is faced with a decision—sell the family farm on which 
she lived since 1920, or cling to the legacy of the land.  Seeking advice, he turns to the memory of his grand-
mother Inge and the stories that she had passed on to him.   Based on Will Weaver’s short story A Grave-
stone Made of Wheat, Sweet Land  is that rare independent feature that uses painterly images and under-
stated performances to tell a  universal story of love and discovery.  

The Family of God WELCA invite you and your friends to attend.  Admission is free.  Please RSVP to  
218-773-1433 so appropriate arrangements can be made by November 7th. 

9���
������	�����
���	�������,����!
�8�
Family of God’s Mission team, Sunday School and WELCA invite you to share the joy and 
hope this Christmas with a needy child in a troubled country like Afghanistan or Sudan by taking part in Op-
eration Christmas Child.  Operation Christmas Child is a mission project of Samaritan’s Purse 
(www.SamaritansPurse.org).  Everyone can participate by bringing gifts to fill ten-shoe box size plastic bins to 
church.   

Families and individuals are also invited to create their own gift-filled shoebox and bring to church to add to 
our mission activity.  Please see the brochures in our narthex for more information and remember to include a 
$7.00 donation (checks are preferred) payable to “Samaritan’s Purse” with your shoebox.   

Suggested Gifts: 

· Toys:  small cars, balls, dolls, stuffed animals, kazoos, harmonicas, yo-yos, small Etch-A-Sketch, toys 
that light up or make noise (with extra batteries), Slinky, etc. 

· School supplies:  pens, pencils and sharpener, crayons or markers, stamps and ink pad sets, coloring 
books, chalk, writing pads or paper, solar calculators, etc. 

· Hygiene items:  toothpaste, toothpaste, bar soap, comb, washcloth, etc. 

· Other:  hard candy, lollipops, mints, gum, sunglasses, flashlights (with extra batteries), 
ball caps, socks, t-shirts, toy jewelry, hair-clips, watches, small picture books, etc.  

Do Not Include:  Used items, toy guns, knives or other war-related items, chocolate or  
perishable food, liquids of any kind, medicines, cough drops or vitamins, or breakable items.   
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Church Information  
Pastor:  Jo A. Gast 
jo@familyofgodlutheran.org 

Office Manager:  Shellie Lundeby 
shellie@familyofgodlutheran.org 

Custodian:  Jared Clausen 

Phone:  218-773-1433 
http://www.FamilyofGodLutheran.org 

Church President:  Mark Holt 
Cell:  218-779-2899 
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Church Office Hours 
Weekdays 9:00-1:00 p.m. 

Pr. Jo’s Office Hours 
Monday 9:00-1:00 p.m. 
Wednesday 9:00-3:00 p.m.  
Thursday 9:00-3:00 p.m. 
or by appointment 

Mailing Address  
327 5th Avenue SE 
East Grand Forks, MN  56721 


